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LISTENING 1 (Items 1-7)                                                      (7 marks)                                                 

You are going to hear a conversation between a teacher and a parent.  

Listen, and shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

1. Billy is doing ___________ last year. 

  the same as  better than  worse than 

2. Billy has been in the new school for ___________ year(s). 

  one  two  three 

3. Billy’s story was published in the school’s __________ . 

  magazine  website  newspaper 

4. Billy told __________ about his published story. 

  his sister  his mother   no one  

5. Billy’s __________ helps him study at home. 

  sister   brother  father 

6. The teacher’s___________ suffered from dyslexia. 

  sister  son  daughter 

7. Billy’s mother will meet the teacher ___________ . 

  next week  next month  tomorrow 
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LISTENING 2  (Items 8-15)                                                                      (8 marks) 

You are going to hear a biography about a famous painter named Van Gogh. 
 

Part One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

 

8. When was Van Gogh born? (year) 

 

    __________________________________________________ 

 

9. Where did Van Gogh work as an educator? 

 

   ___________________________________________________ 

 

10. What tools did he first used for sketching? 

 

   ___________________________________________________ 

 

11. Who was Van Gogh’s biggest supporter? 

 

     __________________________________________________ 
 

Part Two:  For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

12. Impressionism first emerged in __________ . 

  Madrid  London  Paris 

13. 
In Paris, Van Gogh painted subjects from streets, country side and 

________ . 

  cafes  houses  restaurants 

14. Van Gogh drew more than___________ portraits featuring himself. 

  21  20  12 

15. Van Gogh died in __________ . 

  1980  1098  1890 

 

  

 

LISTENING 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

15 
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VOCABULARY (Items 1–5)                                                                   (2½ marks) 

Complete the text. Shade under the correct word for each gap. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 began lasted navigated competed promoted travelled remembered held 

1.         

2.         

3.         

4.         

5.         

 

 

  

GRAMMAR (Items 6-10)                                                         (2½ marks) 

Complete each sentence with ONE word only. 

6.  Have you _________ been to the USA? 

7.  There is less land _________ water on Earth. 

8.  ________ is your favourite football player? 

9. Turandot ________ performed at the Royal Opera House - Muscat in 2011. 

10. I travelled to Thailand five years _________ . 

  

 

 

 

Athletes (1)__________ in the first Olympic Games in Greece almost three thousand years ago 

in 776 BC. Every four years, people from Greek city-states (2)_________ to a place called 

Olympia to watch the games. The games (3)_________ from between one and five days. Many 

of the sports events were similar to those found in today’s modern games where athletes run, 

jump and throw. The modern Olympic Games (4)__________ with the creation of the 

International Olympic Committee (the IOC) in 1894 and Greece was the first country to hold the 

games. Although some people wanted to have the games in Athens every four years, the IOC 

decided to have them in different countries and cities. In 1900, they were (5)___________ in 

Paris and women were allowed to compete in the games for the first time. 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY  (Items 11–20)                                              (5 marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 

 One of the (11)________ famous carnivals in the world is in New Orleans, USA. It is 

(12)__________ Mardi Gras, which is French for ‘Fat Tuesday’, the day (13)_______ 

people would traditionally eat up all the fat before starting the Lent fast. The 

(14)_________ in New Orleans lasts around two weeks, with a (15)_________ every 

day in which people walk, dance and sing in groups. Groups of people, called 

‘krewes’, dress up in special (16)__________ and ride on decorated (17)_________ 

shaped as dragons which move over their heads as they walk. There are also 

(18)__________ balls, especially masked balls. Mardi Gras is very (19)__________ 

with tourists because over a million people visit every year to (20)__________ in the 

celebrations. 

 

 

11.  more  most  less  lesser 

12.  called  calling  called  calls 

13.  where  which  who  when 

14.  celebration  tradition  ritual  ceremony 

15.  champion  wreck  parade  genius 

16.  cosmos  cosmetics  customs  costumes 

17.  participants  floats  medals  journeys 

18.  decorated  decorating  decorates  decorate 

19.  forgetful  legal  popular  boring 

20.  take in  take part  take place  take over 

 

 

  

 

GRM/VCB 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

10 
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READING 1 (Items 1-5)                                                                           (5 marks) 

Read the texts.  Are the statements which follow each text True or False?  

For each item, shade in the bubble   under the correct option. 
 

1. Indian wedding traditions include a type of engagement party called a misri, in which 

the engaged couple exchange garlands and gold rings. The groom’s parents also bring 

a special basket for the bride filled with gifts, including the rock sugar treat from 

which the ceremony derives its name. 

 

Statement True False 

There is an Indian sweet called misri.   

 

 
 

2. Gaelic football is one of the oldest and most popular sports in Ireland, played by men, 

women and children all around the country. The ball game is played between two 

teams, each with fifteen players. In simple terms the game looks like a mixture of 

rugby union and soccer. 

 

Statement True False 

You have to be an adult to play Gaelic football.   

 

 
 

3. Mount Everest is the largest and highest mountain on Earth. Mount Everest is in the 

Himalayas. It is about 8,848 metres high. Its peak is on the border of Nepal and China. 

It is above the Death Zone where the air is too thin for a human being to live, so 

usually extra oxygen is used when climbing. 

 

Statement True False 

The Death Zone is dangerous because of its height only.   

 
 

 

 



ENGLISH ‘CORE’, GRADE 11, SEMESTER TWO, 1st SESSION                                                                               2021/2022 

6 

 

READING 1 (continued) 

 

4. Humans retain different types of memories for different lengths of time. Short-term 

memories last seconds to hours, while long-term memories last for years. We also 

have a working memory, which lets us keep something in our minds for a limited time 

by repeating it. 

 

Statement True False 

An adult can remember childhood memories stored in his long-term 

memory. 
  

 

 
 

5. In the UK, you can get a provisional driving license. When you pass your driving test, 

you can get your full driving license. While you are learning to drive you must always 

have another person with you. The person must be 21 or over and must have had a full 

driving license for at least three years.  

 

Statement True False 

UK citizens with a provisional driving license can drive with no 

company. 
  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/five-myths-about-memory-and-why-they-matter-in-court
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READING 2  (Items 6-12)                                                                         (7 marks) 

Read the text. Then, for each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option.  

 Dear Ms. Madison: 

My name is Cheryl Clark and I retired last year after 25 years with the ABC 

County School System. Throughout my career I have taught kindergarten, first 

and second grades. Working with children is my joy; however due to the 

downturn in the economy and the laying off of teachers in our area, I elected to 

accept the early retirement package offered to those of us who have been with 

the school system over 20 years. Now it would be my honor and privilege to 

donate my time to working with the children at the ABC Community Center as a 

volunteer. I have a flexible schedule and am willing to handle any job for which I 

am qualified. 

I taught for my entire career at ABC Primary School where I was voted Teacher 

of the Year 4 times. I was also named County Teacher of the Year in 2003 and 

went on to be a finalist for State Teacher of the Year. It has been my 

responsibility to teach children basic reading, writing, comprehension and math 

skills that serve as the foundation for their public school education. I have 

always worked hard to instill in children a love of books and a thirst for 

knowledge. I have incorporated art and music into my teaching wherever 

possible in order to maintain the children’s attention and enhance their 

educational experience. I am also proficient in American Sign Language as well 

as Spanish. 

I am willing and able to go through any training program that you require as well 

as background checks and drug testing. I greatly miss the children that I taught 

at ABC Primary. Teaching was not just a job for me. It was my life’s work and 

something that I treasure. I hope you will consider me for a position as a 

volunteer at ABC Community Center. I believe I have a lot to offer the children in 

your care. My resume is attached with all the contact details but I’d rather you 

call me. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Clark 
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READING 2 (continued) 

 

6. Cheryl has been retired for __________ year(s). 

  one  two  three 

 

7. 
The ABC County School System laid off some teachers for _________ 

reasons. 

  professional   financial  political 

 

8. Cheryl won the State Teacher of the Year for _________ time(s) 

  zero  four  two 

 

9. Children at ABC Primary studied reading and writing at a(n) 

___________ level. 

  beginner  intermediate  advanced 

 

10. Cheryl used _________ as a teaching strategy 

  trips  songs  games 

 

11.  Cheryl is__________ in Spanish. 

  weak  good  excellent 

 

12. A(n) __________ is how Cheryl prefers to be contacted. 

  email  phone call  text message 
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READING 3 (Items 13-20)                                                                        (8 marks) 

Read the text. Then complete the tasks. 
 

  

Holi is the ancient Hindu festival of colours and love. It is celebrated in India and Nepal 

and many parts of South Asia. There are lots of Holi celebrations in the UK, organised 

by the large British-Hindu community. Recently, Holi has also inspired non-religious 

celebrations in Europe and North America, and its popularity is growing. 

Holi marks the beginning of spring. It is a celebration of good winning over evil, and a 

time to give thanks for the good harvest. The dates change each year according to the 

full moon, but it is normally in March and sometimes in late February. People go outside 

and throw coloured paint powder at each other. It does not matter if you are rich, poor, 

old or young – everyone can throw paint and everyone can get messy! There is a spirit of 

togetherness and equality. It is a time to forgive people and repair broken relationships, 

as well as meet with other people, play and have fun. 

Traditional Holi celebrations start the night before the throwing of colours. People meet 

around a bonfire and pray that evil will be destroyed, in the same way that the demon 

Holika was burnt in a fire, according to the legend. The next day is the chaotic and noisy 

festival of colours. People chase each other and throw coloured paint powder over each 

other. There is music and drumming, and people run and laugh in the streets and parks. 

Holi is celebrated outside. 

Holi celebrations happened as early as the fourth century. It is thousands of years old! 

But recently, Holi-themed events have become popular with a new generation in Europe 

and North America. Every year, bigger and bigger crowds of people go to Holi events in 

London and all over the country, arriving dressed in white T-shirts and returning covered 

from head to toe in bright colours. There are paint-throwing parties at music festivals 

and races like the five-kilometre ‘Colour Run’, which is celebrated in more than 35 

different countries. In the UK, restaurants and cultural organisations also offer their own 

Holi celebrations, with special menus, Indian music and dance. 
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READING 3 (continued) 

Task One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

13.  What season does Holi symbolizes the start of? 

       _____________________________________________ 
 

14. When is Holi celebrated?  

       _____________________________________________ 

 
15. What two values does Holi teach participants? 

       _____________________________________________ 

 
16. Where can you organize a Holi celebration in the UK? 

       _____________________________________________ 

 
Task 2: For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

17. The festival of Holi originated from ____________ . 

  America  Asia  Australia 

  

18. Participants throw ___________ on each other. 

  plates  flowers  paint 

  

19. People gather around fire the _________before Holi celebration. 

  night  day  morning 

  

20. Modern Holi includes a ___________ competition. 

  dancing  running  singing 

 
 

  

 

READING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

20 
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WRITING 1                                                                                              (5 marks) 

Write an evaluative text of at least 85 words on the following topic.  
                            

“Facebook is a safe platform to make friendships.” 

 

Do you agree? Give reasons. 
 

Your writing should be clear and organised. 
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WRITING1 (continued)            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Marker A Marker B Average 
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WRITING 2                                                                                            (10 marks) 

Write a narrative text of at least 100 words on the following topic.  

 

The most amazing event I have ever attended. 
 

Your writing should be clear and organized. 
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WRITING 2 (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Marker A Marker B Average 

    
   

 

WRITING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

15 
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Answer Key: 
LISTENING 1 (Items 1-7)                                                                        (7 marks)                                                 

You are going to hear a conversation between a teacher and a parent.  

Listen, and shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

1. Billy is doing ___________ last year. 

  the same as  better than  worse than 

2. Billy has been in the new school for ___________ year(s). 

  one  two  three 

3. Billy’s story was published in the school’s __________ . 

  magazine  website  newspaper 

4. Billy told __________ about his published story. 

  his sister  his mother   no one  

5. Billy’s __________ helps him study at home. 

  sister   brother  father 

6. The teacher’s___________ suffered from dyslexia. 

  sister  son  daughter 

7. Billy’s mother will meet the teacher ___________ . 

  next week  next month  tomorrow 
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LISTENING 2  (Items 8-15)                                                                      (8 marks) 

You are going to hear a biography about a famous painter named Van Gogh. 
 

Part One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

 

8. When was Van Gogh born? (year) 

 

    __________________in 1853______________________________ 

 

9. Where did Van Gogh work as an educator? 

 

   __________________in London_____________________________ 

 

10. What tools did he first used for sketching? 

 

   __________________a pencil and charcoal sticks_______________ 

 

11. Who was Van Gogh’s biggest supporter? 

 

     ____________his brother Theo____________________________ 
 

Part Two:  For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

12. Impressionism first emerged in __________ . 

  Madrid  London  Paris 

13. 
In Paris, Van Gogh painted subjects from streets, country side and 

________ . 

  cafes  houses  restaurants 

14. Van Gogh drew more than___________ portraits featuring himself. 

  21  20  12 

15. Van Gogh died in __________ . 

  1980  1098  1890 

 

  

 

LISTENING 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

15 
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VOCABULARY (Items 1–5)                                                                   (2½ marks) 

Complete the text. Shade under the correct word for each gap. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 began lasted navigated competed promoted travelled remembered held 

1.         

2.         

3.         

4.         

5.         

 

 

  

GRAMMAR (Items 6-10)                                                         (2½ marks) 

Complete each sentence with ONE word only. 

6.  Have you ___ever______ been to the USA? 

7.  There is less land _____than____ water on Earth. 

8.  ___Who_____ is your favourite football player? 

9. Turandot ___was_____ performed at the Royal Opera House - Muscat in 2011. 

10. I travelled to Thailand five years ____ago_____ . 

  

 

 

 

Athletes (1)__________ in the first Olympic Games in Greece almost three thousand years ago 

in 776 BC. Every four years, people from Greek city-states (2)_________ to a place called 

Olympia to watch the games. The games (3)_________ from between one and five days. Many 

of the sports events were similar to those found in today’s modern games where athletes run, 

jump and throw. The modern Olympic Games (4)__________ with the creation of the 

International Olympic Committee (the IOC) in 1894 and Greece was the first country to hold the 

games. Although some people wanted to have the games in Athens every four years, the IOC 

decided to have them in different countries and cities. In 1900, they were (5)___________ in 

Paris and women were allowed to compete in the games for the first time. 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY  (Items 11–20)                                              (5 marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 

 One of the (11)________ famous carnivals in the world is in New Orleans, USA. It is 

(12)__________ Mardi Gras, which is French for ‘Fat Tuesday’, the day (13)_______ 

people would traditionally eat up all the fat before starting the Lent fast. The 

(14)_________ in New Orleans lasts around two weeks, with a (15)_________ every 

day in which people walk, dance and sing in groups. Groups of people, called 

‘krewes’, dress up in special (16)__________ and ride on decorated (17)_________ 

shaped as dragons which move over their heads as they walk. There are also 

(18)__________ balls, especially masked balls. Mardi Gras is very (19)__________ 

with tourists because over a million people visit every year to (20)__________ in the 

celebrations. 

 

 

11.  more  most  less  lesser 

12.  called  calling  called  calls 

13.  where  which  who  when 

14.  celebration  tradition  ritual  ceremony 

15.  champion  wreck  parade  genius 

16.  cosmos  cosmetics  customs  costumes 

17.  participants  floats  medals  journeys 

18.  decorated  decorating  decorates  decorate 

19.  forgetful  legal  popular  boring 

20.  take in  take part  take place  take over 

 

 

  

 

GRM/VCB 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

10 
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READING 1 (Items 1-5)                                                                           (5 marks) 

Read the texts.  Are the statements which follow each text True or False?  

For each item, shade in the bubble   under the correct option. 
 

1. Indian wedding traditions include a type of engagement party called a misri, in which 

the engaged couple exchange garlands and gold rings. The groom’s parents also bring 

a special basket for the bride filled with gifts, including the rock sugar treat from 

which the ceremony derives its name. 

 

Statement True False 

There is an Indian sweet called misri.   

 

 
 

2. Gaelic football is one of the oldest and most popular sports in Ireland, played by men, 

women and children all around the country. The ball game is played between two 

teams, each with fifteen players. In simple terms the game looks like a mixture of 

rugby union and soccer. 

 

Statement True False 

You have to be an adult to play Gaelic football.   

 

 
 

3. Mount Everest is the largest and highest mountain on Earth. Mount Everest is in the 

Himalayas. It is about 8,848 metres high. Its peak is on the border of Nepal and China. 

It is above the Death Zone where the air is too thin for a human being to live, so 

usually extra oxygen is used when climbing. 

 

Statement True False 

The Death Zone is dangerous because of its height only.   
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READING 1 (continued) 

 

4. Humans retain different types of memories for different lengths of time. Short-term 

memories last seconds to hours, while long-term memories last for years. We also 

have a working memory, which lets us keep something in our minds for a limited time 

by repeating it. 

 

Statement True False 

An adult can remember childhood memories stored in his long-term 

memory. 
  

 

 
 

5. In the UK, you can get a provisional driving license. When you pass your driving test, 

you can get your full driving license. While you are learning to drive you must always 

have another person with you. The person must be 21 or over and must have had a full 

driving license for at least three years.  

 

Statement True False 

UK citizens with a provisional driving license can drive with no 

company. 
  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/five-myths-about-memory-and-why-they-matter-in-court
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READING 2  (Items 6-12)                                                                         (7 marks) 

Read the text. Then, for each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option.  

 Dear Ms. Madison: 

My name is Cheryl Clark and I retired last year after 25 years with the ABC 

County School System. Throughout my career I have taught kindergarten, first 

and second grades. Working with children is my joy; however due to the 

downturn in the economy and the laying off of teachers in our area, I elected to 

accept the early retirement package offered to those of us who have been with 

the school system over 20 years. Now it would be my honor and privilege to 

donate my time to working with the children at the ABC Community Center as a 

volunteer. I have a flexible schedule and am willing to handle any job for which I 

am qualified. 

I taught for my entire career at ABC Primary School where I was voted Teacher 

of the Year 4 times. I was also named County Teacher of the Year in 2003 and 

went on to be a finalist for State Teacher of the Year. It has been my 

responsibility to teach children basic reading, writing, comprehension and math 

skills that serve as the foundation for their public school education. I have 

always worked hard to instill in children a love of books and a thirst for 

knowledge. I have incorporated art and music into my teaching wherever 

possible in order to maintain the children’s attention and enhance their 

educational experience. I am also proficient in American Sign Language as well 

as Spanish. 

I am willing and able to go through any training program that you require as well 

as background checks and drug testing. I greatly miss the children that I taught 

at ABC Primary. Teaching was not just a job for me. It was my life’s work and 

something that I treasure. I hope you will consider me for a position as a 

volunteer at ABC Community Center. I believe I have a lot to offer the children in 

your care. My resume is attached with all the contact details but I’d rather you 

call me. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Clark 
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READING 2 (continued) 

 

6. Cheryl has been retired for __________ year(s). 

  one  two  three 

 

7. 
The ABC County School System laid off some teachers for _________ 

reasons. 

  professional   financial  political 

 

8. Cheryl won the State Teacher of the Year for _________ time(s) 

  zero  four  two 

 

9. Children at ABC Primary studied reading and writing at a(n) 

___________ level. 

  beginner  intermediate  advanced 

 

10. Cheryl used _________ as a teaching strategy. 

  trips  songs  games 

 

11.  Cheryl is__________ in Spanish. 

  weak  good  excellent 

 

12. A(n) __________ is how Cheryl prefers to be contacted. 

  email  phone call  text message 
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READING 3 (Items 13-20)                                                                        (8 marks) 

Read the text. Then complete the tasks. 
 

  

Holi is the ancient Hindu festival of colours and love. It is celebrated in India and Nepal 

and many parts of South Asia. There are lots of Holi celebrations in the UK, organised 

by the large British-Hindu community. Recently, Holi has also inspired non-religious 

celebrations in Europe and North America, and its popularity is growing. 

Holi marks the beginning of spring. It is a celebration of good winning over evil, and a 

time to give thanks for the good harvest. The dates change each year according to the 

full moon, but it is normally in March and sometimes in late February. People go outside 

and throw coloured paint powder at each other. It does not matter if you are rich, poor, 

old or young – everyone can throw paint and everyone can get messy! There is a spirit of 

togetherness and equality. It is a time to forgive people and repair broken relationships, 

as well as meet with other people, play and have fun. 

Traditional Holi celebrations start the night before the throwing of colours. People meet 

around a bonfire and pray that evil will be destroyed, in the same way that the demon 

Holika was burnt in a fire, according to the legend. The next day is the chaotic and noisy 

festival of colours. People chase each other and throw coloured paint powder over each 

other. There is music and drumming, and people run and laugh in the streets and parks. 

Holi is celebrated outside. 

Holi celebrations happened as early as the fourth century. It is thousands of years old! 

But recently, Holi-themed events have become popular with a new generation in Europe 

and North America. Every year, bigger and bigger crowds of people go to Holi events in 

London and all over the country, arriving dressed in white T-shirts and returning covered 

from head to toe in bright colours. There are paint-throwing parties at music festivals 

and races like the five-kilometre ‘Colour Run’, which is celebrated in more than 35 

different countries. In the UK, restaurants and cultural organisations also offer their own 

Holi celebrations, with special menus, Indian music and dance. 
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READING 3 (continued) 

Task One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

13.  What season does Holi symbolizes the start of? 

       ______________spring_______________________________ 
 

14. When is Holi celebrated?  

       _______________March or late February_________________ 

 
15. What two values does Holi teach participants? 

       ___________togetherness and equality___________________ 

 
16. Where can you organize a Holi celebration in the UK? 

       ___________ at a restaurant or cultural organisations ________ 

 
Task 2: For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

17. The festival of Holi originated from ____________ . 

  America  Asia  Australia 

  

18. Participants throw ___________ on each other. 

  plates  flowers  paint 

  

19. People gather around fire the _________before Holi celebration. 

  night  day  morning 

  

20. Modern Holi includes a ___________ competition. 

  dancing  running  singing 

 

 

 

 

 

 


